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By Richard E. Ward o i th
The first prisoner-of-war exchange in Vietnam under the
provisions of the Paris peace agreement was a lesson in
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orities from retuming to their own villages an
ese are within the PRG lLiberated zones.
Anunknowa aumber of persons—revolutionary cadres,

oppetents of the Nyuyen Van Thieu regime or simply
contrasts. It demonstrated the humane treatment ac ioioc of CIA informers who were paid by the “head”~—
corded POWs by the liberation forces, while underscoring y..¢ 4, least a minimum of $0,0C0 persons, have been
once again the barbaric savagery of the U.S.-Saigon side. assassinated under the Phosnix program since 1968,
American POWs were retumed in digaity directly 'O Crficialiy the Phoeaix program was turned over to Saigon
American officials and except for the former prisoners still tut clandestine CiA operatives siill “zdvise” it under cover
recovering from combat wounds, the returned Americans of oze or another civiiien position in the U.S. embassy in
were all in excellent health. The detainces had all been - Saison. )
given advance knowladge of their 'rcpatri:xtion and the  The more “fortunate” victims of the Phoenix program,
terms of the Paris agreement on Vietnam. . who were not assissinate¢d or tortured to death before
By contrast, many of the freed liberation soldiers were being turned over to the regular police, are among the
maimed and suifering from untreated wounds. Until they 1, ;7. of political prisoners still being detained, 2ssuming
received  assurances from Provisional  Revolutionary they have sunived the prison ordeal.
Government  representatives,  the  liberation  forces’ Wlen the Saigon army was on the verge of collapse in
detainees did not know whether they were actually being 1o, wndthe massive US. intervention and bombing of
. released or bueing taken away 1o be assassinated, as had Nerth and Sowth Vietnam began and this was n;zl\l;all)'
been the fate of most of their comrades. Stolioved By ULS. tivops and airmen being taken prisoner,
The condition of the military prisoners held by the U.S.- As the aumber of American POWs increased. the White
Saigon side tactually all Vietnamese captured by the U.S. House and Pentegon waved o corefully drchestrated
forees who were not executed or tortured to death, as was

. i o convince the American public that U.S,
often the case, were then turned over to Saigon’s 1wy were being brataily treated

yusisdiction) raises the question of the fate of the huadreds Phe muditany prisoners in Swgon’s custodv are pee Seing .
of thousands of political prisoners still being held in the «cicetin sécordanee with the. Paric aorecmvent  chich

jails of the Neuven Van Thicu regime. e ze thar taes e cturned oves T Y- RV,
There has not yet been any formal release program ;
worked out uader the peace agreement for these
detainees, most of whom are being held in sub-human
conditions, with numerous recent instances of torture anc
" asasination, or slow death from starvation’ or disease,
resulting from inadequate food and sanitary conditions
and non-existent medical care.

The 1934 Geneva agreements provided that there would camns

g cprisals agai r s : 2 i- e . oy .
. }:‘::’h'::’\‘:{:’::é‘:::’jiji"z)euf‘ :xl:ﬁil:c:'n:hrcs gifret(tltio:n:)l( Despite this blatang van}asxon of the Paris agreement,
V Lduard Lansdale und otlier CIA “advisors.” the Ngo Dinh SHEON'S action has'been defended by Washington which
Diem regine tried 1o jail o liquidate former resisters and ::.;uu'ls that the rclcas.cu detainees had been granted tl‘fcn'
S (';:'\:)\.ir‘.n' the U.S. puppet administration in & series ‘Feedom h:f.orc the signing of the :lccords._ This assertion
o! CO.’;‘J‘-'::wd Jmili(ary z:nd ‘policc anti-communist sup- was refuted by U.S. correspondents who witnessed groups

Prior to the formal release of some prisoners‘the Suigon
authorities claimed to have released as many as 10,000
POWSs and & small numaber of political prisoners, alleged to
be “ralliers” 1o ihe Saizon regime but whose true fate is .
still unknown. Presumubly the theory benind the program
was Lo prevent able-bodied soldicrs from returning to
liberated zones, as with the civilians in the “refugee”

Fresion campaions of former detainees waiting for transportation. It may be
I can ons. . N " T

patg assumed that those who were released had “rallied under
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Mass tepression threats of torture or executicn and were unaware of the

provisions of the Paris accord which forbids any reprisals.
Gihers who were released were thuse whose homes were
in areas under Saigon administration, -
Within a monih and halt, 21l POWSs on both sides will
have to be released, according to the Paris agreement,
Although  American  auwthorities  claim there is no
relationship between the question of POWs held by the
opposing sides, presumably the U.S. understands that the
peace agreement is a single entity, whose components are
all related, in the common aim of eading the state of war,
And if the UlS, wants 1o got back all ity prisoners, it will
. have to persuade Szizon 10 make some seisblance of
cr ratker, variants of them, abiding by the ayrcement. Most of the POWs held by
? sirategie humlet has evolved Saizon may then bhe {reed. ’
“ith inconceivably inadequate e ’ : B
e ees from ULS, bombs have been
Petle reace apreement, the hundreds
Oy 1 e camps, detainees for all
TR e ented by the Sairon
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b dhat periad, the basis of the Saigon regime has
Pl oen asystem of mass tepression under

s lenced by LS, aid and generolly conceived
Tt bl CIA and other U.S. azencies.

C e most notorious of these ULS. attempts to

Bleration struggle were the “stratepic

=1owhich soupht 1o place South Vietnam's

nin concentration camps, and the Phoenix
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Vot riad more selectively 1o “eliminate the
Clresture™ by assassination or imprisonment
LA YR IS
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Less ground for optimin .
There islews pround for optimism for carly release of the
oolitical  prisoners, “whose tights - were  carefully




